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Intent: Introduction, Vision and Philosophy

At Elm Academy we believe Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. It develops pupils' knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, other religious traditions and other world views that offer answers to questions such as these.
 It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. It enhances pupils' awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and forms of expression, as well as of the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures.
Religious Education has an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It enables pupils to develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own. It promotes discernment and enables pupils to combat prejudice.
We are fortunate at Elm Academy to have families from many of the religions that are studied and therefore there are many opportunities to invite pupils to talk about their religions and how they celebrate. 

Implementation
Religious Education is an important part of the school curriculum and is taught relevant to the child’s stage of development and experience. We seek to provide a clearer idea of what religion is about, the importance that it plays in many people’s lives and how that faith is expressed in their daily lives and routines. At Elm Academy we use the local agreed syllabus for Religious Education as a content guide.
Religious Education is taught throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 once a week.  At Elm Academy R.E. is planned and delivered at a very high standard and we set very high expectations for the students in the lesson. We expect the work in their books to be at the same standard as their English books. R.E. gives students the opportunity to share personal experiences and beliefs and it is important that they feel as though these ideas are respected. In R.E. we need to remember that a student who belongs to a particular faith can excel during that lesson and we should continue to challenge them further. We also discuss and ask the children to share their own personal experiences which others may not have experienced.


Impact
The RE Curriculum will enable our pupils to make effective decisions, make links across areas of learning, and be respectful of the views of others, as well as developing their understanding of some of the key religions and world views. Children's understanding will be assessed regularly, and verbal feedback will be given in the lesson. 
SLT will complete learning works, book scrutiny’s and pupil voice questionnaires to ensure the R.E curriculum is having then impact we envisage. We would expect to see that children have a good knowledge of a range of religions and they can speak confidently about the belief and practices of the main religions. The understanding of other people’s beliefs and practices should enable them to become more accepting of the differences that are found between religions.
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